[Financial burden on caregivers of schizophrenic patients: a comparison between parents and spouses].
Part II of this study will explore more accurately, how caregivers of schizophrenic patients perceive the financial burdens of the disease. 42 In-depth-interviews with parents and spouses of schizophrenic patients were analysed using a qualitative-interpretative technique. When talking about their living situation, caregivers tended to keep away from the topic of financial charges; often they played down objective financial disadvantages or didn't assess them as burdensome. Considerable financial burdens were reported by parents of young patients still living in the parents' household and by spouses in families with very low income. Financial burdens are usually superimposed by other problems of the caregivers, such as dealing with acute episodes and sorrow about the future. Thus, not only the material, but also the immaterial costs of caregivers should be taken into consideration when taking health policy decisions.